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^ Docket No. 

FIS920040057 (00750489AA) 



n Of: Kim et al. 



Title: IMPROVED TOP-OXIDE-EARLY PROCESS AND ARRAY TOP OXIDE PLANARIZATION 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

Transmitted herewith is: 

Response to Notice to File Corrected Application Papers and Submission of Formal Drawings 

Copy of the Notice 

Preliminary Amendment 

29 sheets of Formal Drawings 

Postcard 



in the above identified application. 



IS No additional fee is required. 

□ A checic in the amount of is attached. 

IS! The Director is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 09-0458 
as described below. 

□ Charge the amount of 

(S Credit any overpayment. 

IS Charge any additional fee required. 

□ Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be 
included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 




Dated: October 12, 2004 



Signature 



Marshall M. Curtis 
Reg. No. 33,138 



Whitham, Curtis & Christofferson, P.C. 
1 1491 Sunset Hills Road, Suite 340 
Reston,VA 20190 
(703) 787-9400 



J 



cc: 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the "Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450" [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on 



(Date) 



Signature of Person Mailing Correspondence 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Mailing Correspondence 
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IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

ent application of 
et al. 

Serial No.: 10/710,566 
Filed: July 21, 2004 

For: IMPROVED TOP-OXIDE 
PLANARIZATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO NOTICE TO FILE CORRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS AND 

SUBMISSION OF FORMAL DRAWINGS 

Sir: 

In response to the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers mailed August 25, 
2004, submitted herewith are the following: 

1) Copy of the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers 

2) Preliminary Amendment 

3) 29 sheets of Formal drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .84 and 37 CFR 
1.121 

Please substitute these formal drawings for the informal ones originally submitted. 

Please charge any deficiencies in fees to International Business Machines deposit 
accoimt no. 09-0458. 




Marshall M. Curtis 
Reg. No. 33,138 



Whitham, Curtis & Christofferson, P.C. 
11 491 Sunset Hills Road, Suite 340 
Reston, VA 20190 
(703) 787-9400 
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Examiner: Not Assigned 
-EARLY PROCESS AND ARRAY TOP OXIDE 



Customer Nimiber 30743 




Page 1 of 2 



D States FkrENT and TkAPEMARK Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ' 
UnitHd Sttit«M Putont nnd TradHmark OfTifM 
AddccM: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Dox 1450 

AloAunJiiH. ViigiidH 22313-1430 



APP LICATION NUM BER 

10/710,566 



FILI NG OR 371 (c) D ATE 

07/21/2004 



FIR ST NAMED APPLICA NT 

Deok-kee Kim 



AT TORNEY DOCKET NUMB ER 

FIS920040057US1 




*OC00000001 3633991 



30743 

WHITHAM, CURTIS & CHRISTOFFERSON. P.C. 
11491 SUNSET HILLS ROAD 
SUITE 340 

RESTON. VA 201 90 , i ^ a 

NOTICE TO FILE CdRRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS 




CONFIRMATION NO. 4565 
FORMALITIES LETTER 

liniiiiUiMHiiii 



Date Mailed: 08/25/2004 



Filing Date Granted 

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The application is informal since it 
does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from 
the date of this Notice within which to correct the informalities indicated below. Extensions of time may be 
obtained by filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment: 



• Replacement drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .84 and 37 CFR 1.121 are required. The drawings 
submitted are not acceptable because: 



■ The drawings must be reasonably free from erasures and must be free from 
alterations, oveoA^riting, interlineations, folds, and copy marks. See Figure(s) 16-22. 

■ The drawings submitted to the Office are not electronically reproducible. Drawing 
sheets must be submitted on paper, which is flexible, strong, white, smooth, non-shiny, 
and durable (see 37 CFR 1.84(e)). See Figure(s) 3,4,5.8.146,17,18.20,21,22. 

The following item(s) appear to have been omitted from the application: 



• Figure(s) 15H described in the specification. 



L Should applicant contend that the above-noted omitted item(s) was In fact deposited in the U.S Patent and 

(USPTO) with the nonprovlsional application papers, a copy of this Notice and a petition (and 
$130.00 petition fee (37 CFR 1.17(h))) with evidence of such deposit must be filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
date of this Notice. The petition fee will be refunded if is determined that the item(s) was received by the USPTO. 

l ^.^^"'^^pplicant desire to supply the omitted item(s) and accept the date that such omitted item(s) was filed In 
the USPTO as the filing date of the above-identified application, a copy of this Notice, the omitted item(s) (with a 
supplemental oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63 and 1.64 referring to such items), and a petition 

S®' $^20,00 petition fee (37 CFR 1.17(h)) requesting the later filing date must be filed 

withm TWO MONTHS of the date of this Notice. 

Applicant is advised that generally the filing fee required for an application is the filing fee in effect on the filing 
date accorded the application and that payment of the requisite basic filing fee on a date later than the filing date 
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of the application requires payment of a surcharge (37 CFR 1.16(e)). To avoid processing delays and payment of 
a surcharge, applicant should submit any balance due for the requisite filing fee based on the later filing date 
being requested when submitting the omitted items(s) and the petition (and petition fee) requesting the later filing 
date. 



III. The failure to file a petition (and petition fee) under the above options (I) or (II) within TWO MONTHS of the 
date of this Notice (37 CFR 1.181(f)) will be treated as a constructive acceptance by the applicant of the 
application as deposited in the USPTO. THIS TWO MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE UNDER 37 CFR 
1.136(a) or (b). In the absence of a timely filed petition in reply to this Notice, the application will maintain a filing 
date as of the date of deposit of the application papers in the USPTO, and original application papers (i.e., the 
original disclosure of the invention) will include only those application papers present in the USPTO on the date of 
deposit. 

In the event that applicant elects not to take action pursuant to options (I) or (II) above (thereby constructively 
electing option (III)), amendment of the specification to renumber the pages consecutively and cancel incomplete 
sentences caused by any omitted page(s), and/or amendment of the specification to cancel all references to any 
omitted drawing(s), relabel the drawing figures to be numbered consecutively (if necessary), and correct the 
references in the specification to the drawing figures to correspond with any relabeled drawing figures, is required. 
A copy of the drawing figures showing the proposed changes in red ink should accompany with any drawing 
changes . Such amendment and/or correction to the drawing figures, if necessary, should be by way of 
preliminary amendment submitted prior to the first Office action to avoid delays in the prosecution of the 
application. 



Replies should be mailed to: Mall Stop Missing Parts 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 2231 3-1450 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply. 

Customer Service Center 

Initial Patent Examination Division (703) 308-1202 

PART 2 - COPY TO BE RETURNED WITH RESPONSE 



